
Northwest Regional Cutting Series 
Rules and Regulations 

 
1. Any contest approved by the Northwest Regional Cutting Series (NRS) must be executed 

pursuant to the rules of the National Cutting Horse Association (NCHA). 
2. The NRS consists of affiliates from the States of Montana, Idaho, Oregon, Washington 

and Utah.  It is open to any of the affiliates that are part of Region 1 of the NCHA upon 
application and approval of the NRS Board of Directors. 

3. The NRS Board of Directors shall consist: 
 NRS President (non-voting position) 
 NRS Vice President 
 President and one appointed member from each of the affiliates participating in 

the NRS 
 An advisory member position held  by the prior year President (non-voting 

position) 
 An advisory member position held by a non-participating affiliate NCHA 

member (non-voting position) 
4. A NRS Vice President will be elected from the voting members of the NRS Board of 

Directors.  The term for President and Vice President shall be one (1) year.  After their 
one year term, the Vice President will become the President, and the President will hold 
the advisory member position for one year.  There is no limit as to how many terms a 
board member may serve.  The President and advisory members do not have a vote.  At 
the annual meeting of the NRS, the board will vote for the Vice President position, and 
each participating affiliate President will name their appointed board member.  

5. Upon circumstances requiring immediate action or decision by the Board, the President 
may poll all directors to seek their input and vote on an issue.  If all directors consent to 
this procedure upon being contacted by the President, then the directors shall be deemed 
to have acted at a normal director’s meeting or telephone meeting. 

6. A quorum at any meeting of the Board of Directors shall consist of a majority of the 
appointed directors.  A majority of such quorum shall decide any question that may come 
before such meeting. 

7. All shows sanctioned by the NRS must also be approved by the NCHA.  The following 
classes are approved by the NRS:  Open and Non Pro, $50,000 Amateur, $25,000 Novice 
Horse, $25,000 Novice/Non Pro, $5,000 Novice Horse, $5,000 Novice/Non/Pro, $35,000 
Non Pro, $15,000 Amateur, $2,000 Limit Rider, Sr. Youth, Jr. Youth, 5/6 Open, 5/6 Non 
Pro, 4 Open and 4 Non Pro.  At the annual meeting of the NRS, the Board of Directors 
will appoint a secretary for compilation of all NRS standings, as well as appointing a 
treasurer whose duties would include receiving, disbursing and accounting of any and all 
funds earmarked for the NRS.  

8. Regarding calculation of NRS standings, it is understood that there will not be a cap on 
any purse in any added money classes.   
 
 
 
 



9. A “shoot out” will be held at the end of the last regional show, with a minimum of two, 
and maximum of five contestants, in each class being eligible to compete.  If a contestant 
who is in the top five in a class is unable to compete in the “shoot out”, then the next 
contestant who has met the criteria of eligibility for the “shoot out” shall take the place of 
the contestant who is unable to compete.   

10. To be eligible for the “shoot out”, the competitor must be a member of each NRS affiliate 
that they compete in, as well as a member of the affiliate where the “shoot out” is hosted.  
The “shoot out” shall consist of a clean slate format, with the participant having the 
highest score in each class being the Northwest Regional Cutting Series Class Champion. 

11. Prior to the beginning of each show year, the Board of Directors will make a 
determination as to the approved NRS shows for that coming year.  The location of the 
NRS “shoot out” can be rotated from one affiliate to another on an annual basis. 

12. Each participating affiliate shall approve their own NRS show to count toward their 
yearend standings.   

13. All shows in the NRS must offer all of the NCHA approved classes unless specifically 
approved by a majority vote of the Board of Directors. 

14. All NRS judges must be NCHA approved judges. 
15. The NRS approval fee of $8.00 per horse entry per NRS approved class shall be included 

in the stock and office charge and sent to the NRS secretary/treasurer along with the 
results of the show within ten (10) days of the close of the show.  Each affiliate will 
match 1/5 of the approval fee charges generated from the approved shows. For example, 
if the approval fee charges generated from the approved shows is $10,000.00, then each 
affiliate will contribute $2,000.00 into the NRS fund.  Said money will be used to pay for 
“shoot out” awards and added money.   

16. Pay-offs for the NRS approved cutting contests shall be in accordance with the payouts 
mandated by the NCHA, except for payouts for the “shoot out” which shall be a winner 
take all format. 

17. The eligibility of horse and/or rider to enter specified cutting classes will be based on the 
lifetime earnings of said horse and/or rider as of January 1st of the fiscal year in which the 
contest is held in accordance with NCHA official records. 

18. Any person making a protest on the eligibility of any horse and/or rider shall be 
responsible for notifying the NRS. 

19. All NRS rules shall work in conjunction with NCHA rules. 
20. The owner and rider of a horse must have a current NCHA membership to show at NRS 

produced events.  NCHA membership must be current at the time money is won in order 
to count toward the “shoot out.” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
NORTHWEST REGIONAL CUTTING SERIES 2017 APPROVED SHOWS 

 
 
March 23rd  – 26th   Nampa, Idaho (3 shows) 
April 7th – 9th    Madras, Oregon (2 shows) 
July 28th – 29th    Oakley, Utah (2 shows) 
August 5th – 6th   Kalispell, Montana (2 shows) 
September 22nd – 24th  Madras, Oregon (2 shows) 
September 24th    Shoot out at Madras, Oregon 
 
 

CURRENT BOARD MEMBERS 
 

 
President:   Kathy Foote, MCHA, kathy@tsquareranch.com  
Vice President:  _______________________________________ 
Board Members:  Jeff Sleeman, WCHA, cutcows@aol.com 
    Scott Tullis, WCHA/OCHA; sharonstravel@qwestoffice.net  
    Russ Elrod, OCHA, elrodcuttinhorses@gmail.com  
    Denise Shewmaker, ICHA, dyshew@live.com 
    Van Greenwell, ICHA, vangreenwell@yahoo.com 
    Theresa Nelson, MCHA, nelson@usadig.com 
    Rachel Showalter, MCHA, rimrockequine@yahoo.com 
    Mike Holman, UCHA, mholman@awdoffiice.com  
    Danny Blackhurst, UCHA, djblackhurst@gmail.com  
Secretary for standings: Theresa Nelson, nelson@usadig.com  
Treasurer:   Sarah Pahlke, sara_chamberlin@hotmail.com  
Advisory Director:  Kenny Emigh, Texas, kenny@cuttinup.tv  
     


